Since antiquity, Western civilization has been subjected to Athenian negativism about Boiotia. Wise people were cautioned to avoid Boiotia, whose inhabitants were piggish and infinite in their vices. Tales of Boiotian stupidity and ignorance became proverbial: even today the word "Boeotian" is defined in Webster's Third New International Dictionary as "a dull, obtuse individual: a boorish opponent of art and letters." Thus has an ancient regional prejudice become universal.
In the last 30 years, however, vigorous efforts have been made to change this concept of Boiotia and Boiotians, in the belief that the land of Hesiod, Pindar, and Plutarch deserved more than the residue of Athenian prejudice. Extensive archaeological, historical, and literary scholarship has raised Boiotia to its rightful place as a significant region of Greece. It has also become one of the best known, as the numerous yearly entries in the bibliography Teiresias testify.
Henri van Effenterre first came to Boiotia 50 years ago. Although the major thrust of his scholarship has been elsewhere, he produced as an initial volume of the Collection des Ngrgides (now renamed Civilisations U) this elegant work, which is perhaps the first synthesis of Boiotian culture. There are no footnotes and only a scant bibliography, but an unusual and extensive collection of visual representations. In 
